„„ TO THE 5 

Worthy Freemen of the City of Oxford. 
GENTLEMEN, 1 85 1 
N FTE R having been unanimouſly nominated by the Council of this City, 
A and a very reſpectable Body of the Freemen, as a Candidate to repreſent 
you in the enſuing Parliament, 1 little expected to have been deſerted by ſome of 
that Aſſembly, without any Demerit of my own; but merely on Account of a 
groundleſs Aſperſion which has been thrown on the Character of a Noble Perſon, 
whoſe Friendſhip | ſhall eſteem as a principal Honour of my Lite. = 
I have that Perſon's Permiſſion to declare, that he was neither directly nor in- 
directly concerned or conſulted in the late Proſecution of your Magiſtrates : And 
that it has ever been, and {till continues, His Ambition to preſerve by all lawful 
means the Freedom and Independence of the City, which he and his Anceſtors 
have endeavour'd to ſupport for more than a Hundred Years: Tho' he could not 
but heartily deteſt the proſtitute Conduct of a very few corrupt Individuals ; par- 


ticularly of One, whoſe pernicious Advice has been the Source of all the late Ca- 


lamities, but whoſe Artifice has exempted him from that Puniſhment, which he 
drew upon thoſe whoſe Intentions were innocent and upright 
In the midſt of the Zeal and good Wiſhes of my Noble Friend for the permanent 


- - — Service of the City, he is equally Mortified and Surpriſed at the unnatural Union ho 


which has been formed to ſupplant his Intereſt, between the Agent of a Nobleman 
in whoſe Honour and Delicacy he has hitherto implicitly confided, and a Can- 
didate, from whoſe Extraction and Obligations he was entitled to have expected 
Support, and whoſe own Reflections will remind him, to what Family he owes his 
- Griginal Eltablithment in OAFORD... Hoon 
For my own part my Wiſhes have invariably been to be the free Choice of an 
| Independant People. To that Reſolution I adhere, and deſire not to repreſent 


pop upon other "Ferms : Not doubting but, when the Arts of Detraction and Ca- 


_  lumnyhavealittle ſubſided, and will permit me to renew my Perſonal Canvas 
among you, you will remember your obliging engagements in ſupport of me and 


my Intereſt, which I truſt I have done nothing to forfeit ; but ſhall always endea- 
vour to approve myſelf a Friend to the Freedom of Elections, and aZealous Well- 

wiſher to the Proſperity of this Ancient and reſpectable City oo hu 
EY 5 I um, Gentlemen, 


London Rebrnary, 1 : 5 5 Your moſt obliged . 


KT 25th, . | | And moſt obedient Servant; 


WILLIAM CRAVEN. 


